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PROF. DR. AYKUT COBAN:

“IKLIM VE ENERJI POLITIKASI KONUSUNDA
YERLESIK, HEGEMONIK EZBERLER VAR”
“THERE ARE ESTABLISHED, HEGEMONIC ROTES IN
CLIMATE AND ENERGY POLICY”

— - - ¢ ~— N o e L S

Cevre politikalari, iklim siyaseti ve ekoloji hakkinda sayisiz ¢alismaya sahip Prof. Dr. Aykut COBAN'In
son kitabi “iklim Krizi Nasil Coziiliir? Kapitalist ve Ekososyalist Coziim Stratejileri” adini tasiyor. Artik
iyi kot herkesin diline pelesenk olan "enerji donlisiimd, yenilenebilir enerji ve iklim krizi" konularini
farkli boyutlari ile ele almanin vaktinin ¢oktan geldigi ginimiuizde, iktisadi, siyasal ve toplumsal bir
baglam iginde enerji sorunu ele alinirken adil olanin ne oldugu sorgulaniyor. "Benim yaklasimimda
adil olan, emek somiriisiinin ve doga talaninin var olmadigi, ama birlikte lretim, birlikte karar
verme, birlikte paylasmanin egemen oldugu bir diizendir." diyen Aykut Coban, yesil donlisim
sirecindeki tek tip soylemlere karsi, ekososyalist politikalar ile “Umut var” diyor.

Having numerous studies on environmental, climate policy and ecologys Prof. Dr. Aykut COBAN's latest
book called “How to Solve the Climate Crisis? Capitalist and Ecosocialist Solution Strategies’”. In today’s
world, “Energy Transition, Renewable Energy and Climate Crisis” issues which everyone is keep harping
on good or bad, with different viewpoints and it is questioned what is fair when dealing with the energy
problem in an economic, political and social context. For Aykut COBAN: “The fair aspect of my approach is
an order in which there is no exploitation of labor or plunder of nature but rather shared production and
decision-making” and says “There is hope” with ecosocialist policies against uniform discourses in the
green transformation process.

42
Aralik / December 2022




UV / E R

aYa\

Sizi daha yakindan tamiyabilir miyiz?

Universite 6grenimime kadar yogun hava kirliliginin yasa-
min pargasi oldugu Karabiik’te yasadim. Ankara Siyasal
Bilgiler Fakiiltesi’'nden mezun oldum. Doktoram: burslu
olarak 1ngiltere’de yaptim. Akademik meslek yagamim da
Ankara’da, Styasal’da gecti. Ta ki Barig Bildirisi imzacis oldu-
gum i¢in meslektaglarimla birlikte bir KHK ile 2017 yilinda
universiteden atilincaya kadar... Anayasa Mahkemesi’nin
lehimizde verdigi karara ragmen goreve doniisle ilgili olarak
idare mahkemesindeki dava hala bitemedi! Atildiktan sonra,
bugiin tzerinde konustugumuz kitapla birlikte t¢ kitabim,
pek ¢ok makalem yayimlandi.

“Iklim Krizi Nasil Coziiliir? Kapitalist ve Ekososyalist
Cozim Stratejileri” adl yeni kitabiniz, yurirlikteki
ve onerilen kapitalist iklim politikalarinin, ¢é6zim
uretmek bir yana ekolojik ve toplumsal sorunlar:
derinlestirdigini vurguluyor. Kitabinizin ortaya ¢ikis
siirecini anlatabilir misiniz?

Uzun yillardir iklim siyaseti galigtyorum. Bu kitap ise, biyiik
ol¢lide, son iki yilda benden istenen konusma taleplerini

Can you introduce yourself?

I lived in Karabdk until | started university. Air pollution was a
part of the life in Karab(ik. | graduated from Ankara University
Faculty of Political Sciences. | received my PhD in England
on a scholarship. | spent my career at the Faculty of Political
Sciences in Ankara. Only to be expelled from the university
with my colleagues under a statutory decree in 2017 due
to signing the Peace Declaration of Academics. Despite the
Supreme Court ruling in our favor, the administrative court
has not made a decision on our return to the duty. After | was
expelled from the university, | wrote three books including the
one we have talked about, and a lot of articles.

Your new book “Iklim Krizi Nasil Co3ziiliir? Kapitalist ve
Ekososyalist Cozlm Stratejileri” (How to Solve the Climate
Crisis? Capitalist and Ecosocialist Solution Strategies)
highlights that the capitalist climate policies that are cur-
rently in effect and proposed deepen ecological and social
problems let alone creating solutions. How can you describe
the creation process of your book?

| have been studying climate politics for many years. This

14

Emekgilerin, koyliilerin, somiiriilen,
somiirgelestirilen, ezilen toplum
kesimlerinin kendi ¢ikarlarina

uygun ekososyalist politikalari
yasama gecirmelerinin gerekgelerini
tartisiyorum.

I discuss the reasons why laborers,
peasants, and exploited, colonized and
oppressed segments of the society
should pursue ecosocialist policies in

heir own interests.




yerine getirmek icin hazirladi-
gim bildirilere dayaniyor. Davetli
oldugum toplantilar: diizenleyen
toplumsal miicadelelerin glin-
demiyle o6rtiistigi icin kitaptaki
metinler giincel tartismalar igeri-
yor. Iklim sorunu ve yiiriirliikteki
politikalar zaten uzun zamandir
dunya halklarinin giindeminde.
Kitapta, kapitalist iklim politi-
kalariin sorunu ¢6zemedigini
ve ¢ozemeyecegini nedenleriyle
ve gostergeleriyle birlikte acik-
higa kavusturuyorum. Boyle ol-
dugu i¢cin emek, ckoloji ve iklim
miicadelelerinin ise yaramaz bu
politikalara bel baglamak ve su-
rasindan burasmdan o politika-
lara destek olmak kolayciligina
digmemeleri gerektigini savunu-
yorum. Emekgilerin, koylilerin,

somurtlen, somiirgelestirilen,

s KAPAK se—
COVER

Emisyon artisi bir sonugtur, iklim
krizi emisyon hesaplarindan

¢ok daha karmasik bir sorundur.
Tek sorunumuz emisyonsa otuz
yildir karbonsuzlastirma neden
basarilamadi? Bu soru, iklim
sorununun enerji gegisinden ibaret
olmadiginin bir kaniti aslinda.

Rising emissions is a consequence. The
climate crisis is a much more complex
problem than emission calculations. If
emissions are the only problem, why
have we not achieved decarbonization
over the last thirty years? This question
is actually the proof that the climate
problem is not just about the energy
transition.
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book is largely based on the pa-
pers | have written over the past
two years to deliver the speech-
es | was requested to make. The
book is about today’s hot topics
as it relates to the agenda of the
social struggle movements that
organize the conferences | am
invited to. The climate problem
and the current policies have al-
ready been on the people’s agen-
da worldwide for a long time. The
book makes the point based on
reasons and indications that
capitalist climate policies cannot
and will not be able to solve the
problem. Therefore, | argue, labor,
ecology and climate movements
should avoid the easy way of re-
lying on these useless policies or
supporting them here and there. |
discuss the reasons why laborers,



ezilen toplum kesimlerinin kendi ¢ikarlaria uygun ekosos-
yalist politikalar1 yagama gegirmelerinin gerekgelerini tar-
tigtyorum. Iklim krizini gercekten ¢ozecek siyasal stratejinin
Ogelerini, aktorlerini, taktiklerini ele aliyorum. Bu nedenlerle
kitap, andigim toplum kesimlerinin iklim konusundaki ¢ikar
ve taleplerini karsilayan bir iklim siyasetini tartijma metni
ve cagrisi olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Bes bolime ayirdiginiz kitapta ilk bolim, Yesil Yeni
Diizen, Avrupa Yesil Mutabakat: gibi uluslararas:
politika ve uygulamalara ayrilms. Iklim krizini siya-
sal bir sorun olarak ele almadan teknik bir is olarak
gordiigiinii belirttiginiz bu yaklasim, yenilenebilir
enerji sektoriniin bugiinkii iiniine kavusmasina ne
tir katkilar sagladi?

Uygulamadaki iklim politikalar1 indirgemeci. Ayni indir-
gemecilik yepyeni yaklagim olarak sunulan yesil diizen/
mutabakat politikalarinda da var. Ttam bu politikalar iklim
sorununu karbon emisyonlarindan, sera gazlarindan ibaret
sayryorlar. Boyle olunca da iklim sorununun nedenleri ¢ar-
pik, carpitilmig, timiiyle hatah bicimde sunuluyor. Emisyon
artigi, fosil yakitlara baglaniyor, fosilden gikmak igin de ye-
nilenebilir enerji ve otomotiv vb. sektdrlerde elektrifikasyon
¢oziim olarak oneriliyor. Bu yaklagim, bir enerji kaynagi
olarak fosil yakitlardan kurtuldugumuzda iklim krizinin de
¢oziilecegini varsayar. Emisyon artis1 bir sonugtur, iklim krizi
emisyon hesaplarindan ¢ok daha karmagik bir sorundur. Tek
sorunumuz emisyonsa otuz yildir karbonsuzlastirma neden
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peasants, and exploited, colonized and oppressed segments
of the society should pursue ecosocialist policies in their own
interests. This includes discussing the elements, actors and
tactics of the political strategy that will actually solve the climate
crisis. Therefore, the book can be considered as a discussion of
a climate policy that meets the interests and demands of the
said segments and a call for action.

The first chapter of the five-chapter book is about interna-
tional policies and practices such as the Green New Deal and
the European Green Deal. How does this approach, which
you stated that considers the climate crisis as a technical
task without seeing it as a political problem, contribute to
the renewable energy sector’s gaining its current reputation?
The climate policies in practice are reductionist. We see the same
reductionism in the green deal/reconciliation policies, which
are presented as brand new approaches. According to all these
policies the climate problem is all about of carbon emissions and
greenhouse gases. This being the case, the causes of the climate
problem are presented in a distorted, disrupted and completely
erroneous way. Increased emissions are attributed to fossil
fuels, and renewable energy and electrification in automotive
etc. are proposed as solutions to abandon fossil fuels. This
approach assumes that the climate crisis will be resolved once
we get rid of fossil fuels as an energy source. Rising emissions
is a consequence. The climate crisis is a much more complex
problem than emission calculations. If emissions are the only
problem, why have we not achieved decarbonization over the

Aralik / December 2022




bagarilamadi? Bu soru, iklim so-
rununun enerji gecisinden ibaret
olmadiginim bir kamti ashnda. O
kadar ki, 2050 hedefiyle karbon-
suzlagtirma icin bir 30 yil daha
isteniyor. Tklim Sézlesmesi’nin
imzaya agildigr 1992°den bag-
latirsak fosil enerji kaynagindan
yenilenebilir enerjiye gecis neden
60, 70 yil stirstin ki?

Demek ki, bir enerji gecisinden
¢ok daha agir iktisadi ve siyasal
sorunlar var. Kapitalizmin iktisa-
di, siyasal, simfsal, kiiltiirel yapila-
i1, emek ve doga sémirisini,
sermaye smiflarimin emekgei siuf-
lay, ezilen kesimler ve doga tize-
rindeki tahakkiimiinti, ekolojik
esitsizlikleri, devletin patronlarin
cikarim gozeten kapitalist nite-
ligini, emperyalizmi, somiirge-
ciligi tarismadan iklim krizinin
nedenleri anlagilamaz. Nedenleri
kavranmadan da iklim krizi ¢6-
ziimlenemez, 1klim sorunu agir-
lagarak 2050’ye 2100’¢ ertelenir.
Okurlar bu tartiymay, ayrintih
olarak kitapta bulacaklardir. Ad
gecen kapitalist politikalar, emis-
yon tablolar yaparak, su kadar
emisyon havadan yakalanirsa, su
kadar1 ormanlar sayesinde tutu-
lursa, su kadari emisyon ticaretiy-
le azalmg gibi yapilirsa tirtinden
bir emisyon muhasebesiyle halka
masal anlatiyorlar. Yenilenebilir
enerjiye gecls de emisyon azal-
timina katkida bulunacag i¢in
karbon denklestirme hesabi-
nin bir parcast olarak sunulur.
Enerji talebi, tretimi, enerjinin
hangi amacla kullanildigy, kolek-
tif amaglar ve bunlar1 yagama
gecirecek araclarla ilgili karar
alma sireci, enerji sektériinde
millkiyet iligkileri, enerjinin bir
meta olarak satilip satilmadig,
tiim sektorleri kugatan planlama,
enerji Uretiminin ve tiketiminin

{4
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iklim degisikliginden tarihsel olarak
sorumlu olan gelismis lilkeler, enerji
gecisinde birka¢ adim one gegctiler
diye enerji gegisinde bir adim geride
kalan yoksul iilkeleri iklim konusunda
sorumsuz davranmakla sugluyorlar.
Durum boyleyken, gelismis lilke mi
azgelismis lilke mi, hangisinin halk
destegini hak eden bir iklim politikasi

uyguladigi soylenebilir?

Developed countries, which are

historically responsible for climate
change, accuse poor countries, which
are one step behind in the energy
transition, of acting irresponsibly on the
issue of climate. That being said, is it
developed countries or underdeveloped
countries that implement a climate
policy that deserves public support?
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last thirty years? This question is
actually the proof that the climate
problem is not just about the ener-
gy transition. So much so that the
targets of 2050 require another 30
years for decarbonisation. If we take
1992, the year when the Climate
Agreement was opened for signa-
ture, as a milestone, why should the
transition from fossil energy source
to renewable energy take 60 or 70
years?
This means that there are more se-
rious economic and political prob-
lems than energy transition. The
causes of the climate crisis cannot
be understood without discussing
the economic, political, class and
cultural structures of capitalism, the
exploitation of labor and nature, the
domination of the capitalist over the
working classes, the oppressed and
nature, ecological inequalities, the
capitalist nature of the state that
favors the interests of the bosses,
and imperialism and colonialism. As
the climate crisis cannot be resolved
without understanding its causes, the
climate problem will be more severe
and postponed further to 2050 and
even 2100. An in-depth discussion
of the matter is made in the book. The
capitalist policies | have mentioned
tell fairytales to the people by mak-
ing emission tables estimating the
emissions caught from the air, cap-
tured by forests, or pretended to be
reduced by emissions trading. Since
the transition to renewable energy
will contribute to the reduction of
emissions, it is presented as a part
of the carbon offset calculations.
Decision-making process regarding
energy demand, production, the pur-
pose of use, collective goals and the
means to implement them, property
relations in the energy sector, whether
energy is sold as a commodity, plan-
ning that encompasses all sectors,
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yarattig1 yerelden uluslarara- social and ecological inequalities
s1 6lgeklere kadar toplumsal ‘ ‘ from local to global in scale caused
ve ekolojik esitsizlikler... tim . o by the generation and consumption
bunlar, ikisadi ve siyasal yapr- Enerji sorununu, iktisadi, siyasal of energy... these are all shaped in
larm igleyis siirecinde bigim- ve toplumsal bir baglam icinde the functioning process of the eco-
lenirler. Yenilenebilir enerjiye kavrayabiliriz. Yalnizca enerji nomic and political structures. All
gecildiginde de tiim bu para- kaynag tirini degil de enerji these parameters continue to be
metrelerin etkisi devam eder. iretiminin de icinde yer aldigi o relevant even after a transition to
O nedenle, kapitalist igleyis sii- baglami degistirmek icin miicadele the renewable energy. Therefore,
reci kékten degistirilmedikge, edebilmeliyiz. unless the capitalist process is
yalmizca fosilden yenilenebilir radically changed, neither climate
enerjiye gecilerek ne iklim ve We can address the energy problem and ecological problems nor ener-
ekolojik sorunlar ne de enerji in an economic, political and social gy deprivation and pouverty will be
yoksunlugu ve yoksullugu so- context. We must be able to fight to solved simply by switching from
runlan ¢oziiliir. Yenilenebilir change not only the type of energy fossil fuels to renewables. One
enerjinin yarar ve zararlarin, source but also the context in which should consider the benefits and
saydigim 6gelerle birlikte boyle energy production takes place. harms of renewable energy in such
genis bir baglamda diistinmek a broad context, together with the
gerekir. factors | have just mentioned.

“Adil Gegcis”in fosil enerji yakitli santrallerden cikis- ~ We anticipate that the “Fair Transition” will be implemented
ta igsiz kalanlar i¢in uygulanacagimi 6ngériyoruz. for those who will be unemployed after decommissioning
Ancak, bu doniisiim siirecince iklimle ilgilenen ku- fossil fueled power plants. However, climate organizations
rumlarin adil gegis ile ilgili benzer yiizeysel 6nerileri  have similar superficial proposals for a fair transition for
var ve yenilenebilir enerji ekipmanlari icin gereken  this transition process, and the mining required to supply
elementlerin ve metallerin saglanmasi icin gereken  the elements and metals needed for the renewable energy
madencilik géz ardi ediliyor. Halk destegi, toplumsal  equipment is ignored. How is it possible to ensure public
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diyalog ve yeni istihdam
olanaklari bugiinden yari-
na nasil saglanacak?

Yenilenebilir enerjiye, iklim,
enerji, istthdam, yoksulluk,
enerji demokrasisi ve benzeri
biitin sorunlarimiz ¢ézecek
bir Mesth muamelesi yapiliyor.
Opysa, her enerji tiretiminin
ne Olciide toplumsal ve eko-
lojik esitsizlik, ekolojik yikim
ve benzeri sorunlar yarattigi,
onceki yanitta igaret ettigim
parametrelerle birlikte dusi-
nilmelidir. Soruda belirttigi-
niz gibi, yenilenebilir enerji ve
pillerin Gretiminde kullamlan
metaller, mineraller ve nadir
toprak elementleri i¢in yogun
bir madencilik gerekli. Ma-
dencilik sektoriiniin yarattig
ekolojik ve toplumsal yikimin
Ttrkiye’de yakindan tanigiyiz,
fazla soze gerek yok. Kald1 ki,

14

bu madencilik, ge¢miste pet-
rol savaglar1 gibi emperyalist
bolgesel savaglara zemin hazir-

Tuketimin ekolojik etkisini azaltmak
icin Uretim orgiitlenmesinde kokli
degisim sarttir.

support, social dialogue and
new employment opportunities
in such a short time?

Renewable energy is treated
like a messiah that will solve
all our problems like climate,
energy, employment, poverty,
energy democracy, and so on.
Howeuver, the extent to which
each type of energy production
causes social and ecological
inequality, ecological destruc-
tion and similar other problems
should be considered in conjunc-
tion with the parameters | men-
tioned in the previous answer.
As you stated in the question,
metals, minerals and rare earth
elements used in the production
of renewable energy and bat-
teries require intensive mining.
We already bear witness to the
ecological and social destruction
caused by the mining industry in
Turkey. There is no need to talk
about it any further. Mareover,
such mining activities pave the

lar. Ayrica, yenilenebilir enerji
gecisl icin azgeligmis tlkelere
verilen krediler olarak iklim
finansmani, bu tlkelerin dig
borc¢lanmasini artirir. Dig borg-
larimi 6deme yiikumliligi altindaki bu tlkeler, dolar
kazanacak faaliyetler icin doga varhilarina daha yogun
bicimde saldirtya gegerler. Emperyalist kiiresel kogullar
altinda, yenilenebilir enerji gecisi olarak iklim finansmani
da ekolojik yikimi artirmig olur. Madencilik, emperyalist
catiymalar, bor¢lanma, ekolojik yikimla at bast giden bir
enerji gecisine halk destegi verilmesi dogru olmaz. Halk
destegi konusunda su durumu da géz ard: edemeyiz: Ik-
lim degisikliginden tarihsel olarak sorumlu olan geligmis
tilkeler, enerji gegisinde birka¢ adim 6ne gegtiler diye
enerji gecisinde bir adim geride kalan yoksul tilkeleri
iklim konusunda sorumsuz davranmakla sugluyorlar.
Durum boyleyken, gelismis tilke mi azgelismis tilke mi,
hangisinin halk destegini hak eden bir iklim politikast
uyguladigi séylenebilir? Ote yandan, enerji gegisinin
yaratacag istthdam rakamlarimin abartih oldugunu gos-
teren ¢aliymalar: da g6z ardi edemeyiz. Daha 6nemlisi,

A radical change is necessary in the
organization of production to alleviate
the ecological impact of consumption.

way for imperialist regional wars
such as the oil wars in the past. In
addition, climate financing in the
form of loans extended to under-
developed countries for transition
to renewable energy increases the external borrowing of such
countries. Liable to pay their external debts, these countries
attack natural assets maore intensely for activities that will bring
more dollars to the economy. Under global imperialist conditions,
climate finance as a means of transition to renewable energy
intensifies ecological destruction further. It would not be right
to give public support to an energy transition that goes hand in
hand with mining, imperialist conflicts, borrowing, and ecological
destruction. We cannot ignore the following as far as the public
support is concerned: Developed countries, which are historically
responsible for climate change, accuse poor countries, which are
one step behind in the energy transition, of acting irresponsibly
onthe issue of climate. That being said, is it developed countries
or underdeveloped countries that implement a climate policy
that deserves public support? On the other hand, we cannot
ignore the studies suggesting that the amount of jobs enuis-
aged to be created by the energy transition are exaggerated.

48

Aralik / December 2022



A~ A\

NAA

istthdam, bir kimseyi bir iste ticret karsiiginda ¢alistirmak
anlamina gelir. Bir bagka anlatimla, kapitalizmde istthdam,
emek somirist demektir. Sémirinin oldugu bir ¢aliyma
diizeninin adil oldugu iddia edilemez. Yani sira, yagamak icin
calismak zorunda olanlara is santaj1 yaparak bir politikaya
destek aranmas: da ahlaksizliktir. Adil gegisi bu bakimlar-
dan sorgulamak gerekir. Benim yaklagimimda adil olan,
emek somurusiinin ve doga talaninin var olmadigi, ama
birlikte tiretim, birlikte karar verme, birlikte paylasmanin
egemen oldugu bir dizendir.
Bu diizeni de emekgi siniflar ve ‘ ‘
ezilen kesimler olarak halk, bir

seye destek olarak degil, kendisi,

kendi elleriyle, kendi siyasetini

inga ederek gerceklestirir.

COP27, teknik olarak sunulan ama
tiimiyle siyasallasmis bir siireci,
birka¢ a¢idan oniimiize seriyor. Siyasal

ER

More importantly, employment means employing someone
in a job for pay. In other words, in capitalism, employment
means exploitation of labor. And an employment system
relying on exploitation cannot be fair. It is also immoral to
seek support for a policy by blackmailing those who have to
work for aliving. Fair transition should be questioned in these
respects. The fair aspect of my approach is an order in which
there is no exploitation of labor or plunder of nature but rather
shared production and decision-making. And it is the people
as the working classes and the
oppressed segments of the so-
ciety that realige this order not
by supporting something, but by
building their own politics with
their own hands.

bir aygit olan devlet temsilcileri orada.

Yenilenebilir enerjiden iire-
tilen elektrigin kapasitesini
arttirmasina tesvik meka-
nizmalari, alim garantileri
gibi kamu kaynaklarindan
biitge gelistirilerek yapilan
yatirimlar kaynaklik ediyor.
Ancak, 90’11 yillarin siirdii-

Kendi ¢cikarlarina uygun kararlar
alinmasi igin patronlar ve temsilcileri
olan drgiitler de iklim politikasi
iretmek icin orada. Demek ki, bilim
insanlarinin, miihendislerin teknik
kararlar aldiklari bir konferans degil,
siyasal kararlar aliniyor.

Investments based on a bud-
get made from public resources
such as incentive mechanisms
and purchase guarantees are
used for increasing the capac-
ity of electricity generated from
renewables. However, the green
order policies that you compare

rilebilir kalkinma politika-
larina benzedigini belirttigi-
niz yesil diizen politikalar:
ile emekgi ve yoksul ¢cogun-
lugun hayatinda herhangi
bir degisim yasanmiyor. Bu
kisir doéngiiyii kirmak icin
bizler gibi sivil toplumun
yenilenebilir enerji tara-
findakilere diisen gorevler
nelerdir?

Olgular ve bulgulari ele alarak
bir tartiyma a¢ma ¢abasinda- are made.

yim. Iklim ve enerji politikast

konusunda yerlegik, hegemonik ezberler var. Bu ezberleri
elbirligiyle sorgulamak ve yikmak zorundayiz. Cinki bu
sayede, uygulanan iklim politikasinin ve onun uygulama
araglarinin ige yaramadigini ortaya ¢ikartmig oluyoruz. i§e
yarar bir iklim siyaseti inga etmek de ancak boyle bir zeminde
miimkiin olabilir. Onceki sorularda belirttigim gibi, enerji
gecigl bir bagina iklim sorununu ¢ézmez. “Biz enerjiden
baglayalim, gerisine bakariz” demenin de sakincalar: var:
hem s6ziini ettigim madenciligin, toplumsal esitsizliklerin,
ekolojik yikimin siirmesi vb. sorunlar hem de kapitalist dii-
zenin egemen aktorlerinin oldugu gibi korunmasi ve meveut

COP27 presents a view of a technically
introduced but thoroughly politicized
process from different perspectives.
State representatives as political
apparatus are there. Bosses and
organizations representing them are also
there to produce climate policy so that
decisions are made in their interests. So,
it is fair to say that it is not a conference
where scientists and engineers make
technical decisions but political decisions
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with the sustainable develop-
ment policies of the 90s do not
cause any change in the lives of
the laboring and poor majority.
What are the responsibilities of
those who are on the renewable
energy side of the non-govern-
mental organizations, like us, to
break out of this vicious circle?
I am trying to open a discussion
based on the facts and findings.
There are established, hegemon-
ic rotes in climate and energy
policy. We have to question
and eliminate them together. Only this way we can reveal
that the climate policy and its implementation instruments
do not work at all. Working out a plausible climate policy is
only possible as such. As | stated in previous answers, the
energy transition alone will not solve the climate problem.
Saying “Let’s start with energy, and we'll figure out the rest”
also has its drawbacks. The problems caused by continued
mining, social inequalities, ecological destruction, etc. that |
mentioned earlier, and protecting the dominant actors of the
capitalist order and reproducing the existing class relations
cannot be ignored. We can address the energy problem in

Aralik / December 2022



A~ NN/ N
( ( H\/ )
COVER

sinifsal iligkilerin yeniden tiretilmesi sakincalar: gz ards
edilemez. Enerji sorununu, iktisadi, siyasal ve toplumsal bir
baglam i¢inde kavrayabiliriz. Yalmzca enerji kaynag tiiriinii
degil de enerji iiretiminin de iginde yer aldig1 o baglam
degistirmek icin muicadele edebilmeliyiz.

Enerji talebi azaltilmadan siirekli artan talebi, yeni-
lebilir enerji ile karsilamaya calismanin doga tize-
rindeki yiikii arttirdigimi ifade ediyorsunuz. Sermaye
birikim alani olarak yesil doniisiimii ele aldigimizda
artan ilgi ve yogunluk da ortada. Elektrifikasyona
dogru son hizla giden, teknolojiden iletisime, ula-
simdan sanayiye kadar elektrige bagimli hale gelen
hayat kosullarinda, titkketim toplumunu dizginlemek
sizce nasil miimkiin olabilir?

Cok dogru, elektrifikasyon olsa olsa simdiki tiikketim dii-
zeyini artirarak stirdiirmeye yarar. Tiketim toplumunu
dizginlemek miimkiindiir, ama bu, bireysel titketime odak-
lanilarak bagarilamaz. Uretim ve tiiketim iligki icindedir.
Tiiketimin kogulu, iiretimdir. Uretim, tiiketimin nesnesini
saglar. Buna karsilik, tiiketim de tiretimin gerceklegsmesini
saglar ve tiiketilenin yerine yeni bir nesnenin tretilmesinin
yolunu acar. Bu iligki nedeniyle, yalnizca bireyin tiiketimini
azaltmaya ¢aliymak asla yeterli olmaz. Tiiketimin ekolojik
etkisini azaltmak i¢in tiretim rgiitlenmesinde kokli degisim
sarttr. S6yle 6zetleyeyim. Bir nesne tiretildiginde o nesne i¢in
hileli bir gereksinim de yaratihr ki tiiketicisi onu tiiketsin.
Bir yerden bir yere ulagmak bir gereksinimdir, ama oraya
6zel otomobille ulagmak hileli bir gereksinimdir. O otomo-
bilin elektrikli olmast, bu gergegi degistirmez. O otomobilin
iretiminde ve her giin bireysel olarak tiketiminde enerji
harcanir, doga tizerinde geri dondirtlemez, yikici etkiler
birakilir. Otomobilin yerini ticretsiz, dakik, yaygin, giivenilir
toplu tagimanin almasi bir degisimdir. Bunu saglamak icin,
otomobil sirketlerinin tiretimdeki, ekonomi ve siyasetteki
giictinii kirmak gerekir. Bunun gibi, meta tiretiminin ve meta
tiiketiminin geriletilmesiyle gercek bir degisime yelken acilir.
Nesnelerin titketimini bireysellestirmek yerine tiiketimi ve
tabi tretimi toplumsallagtirmak gerekir.

Iklim degisikligi sorununu ¢éziime kavusturacagini
ifade ettiginiz ekososyalist iklim siyasetinin, konu-
nun aciliyeti nedeniyle Chomsky tarafindan yersiz
bir ¢aba olarak goériildiigiinii belirtiyorsunuz. Siyasal
bir mesele olarak gormemek iklim krizini popiiler
kiiltiiriin sevecegi naiflikte ve giindemde tutmaya
mu yariyor? Yaklasan COP27 6ncesinde gorislerinizi
almak isterim?

Popiilerlik arayisy, siyasal bir kavrayis yerine teknik bir sorun
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an economic, political and social context. \We must be able to
fight to change not only the type of energy source but also
the context in which energy production takes place.

You say that trying to meet the ever-increasing demand
with renewable energy without reducing the energy de-
mand puts even more burden on the environment. Also,
the increased level of interest and intensity is evident
when we take green transformation as an area of capital
accumulation as a capital accumulation domain. How do
you think it is possible to control a consumeristic soci-
ety in the face of life conditions that are moving towards
electrification from technology to communication, from
transportation to industry?

That's right. Electrification can only sustain the current con-
sumption at an increasing rate. It is possible to get the con-
sumeristic society under control but this cannot be achieved
by focusing on individual consumption. Production and con-
sumption are correlated. The condition of consumption is
production. Production prouvides the object of consumption.
On the other hand, consumption leads to production and
paves the way for the production of new objects in place of
what is consumed. Because of this relationship, it is never
enough to simply reduce the consumption of individuals. A
radical change is necessary in the organization of production
to alleviate the ecological impact of consumption. Let me sum
itup. When an object is produced, a fraudulent need is created
for that object so that it can be consumed. Getting from one
place to another is a need, but getting there by private car
is a fraudulent need. Making that car electric will not change
this fact. It takes energy to manufacture that car and consume
it individually on a daily basis. This leaves irreversible and
destructive effects on the environment. Replacing cars with
free, punctual, widespread and reliable public transport is a
transformation. It takes breaking the power of automakers
on production, economy and politics to achieve this. As such,
real transformation is set in motion by reducing production
and consumption of commodities. Consumption and pro-
duction should be socialized rather than individualizing the
consumption of objects.

You state that the ecosocialist climate policy, which you
argue that will solve the problem of climate change, is
considered an unnecessary effort by ChomsRy, due to the
urgency of the issue. Do you think that refusing to see the
climate crisis as a political issue helps to keep it on the
agenda with the naivety that popular culture will love?
| would like to hear your opinion ahead of the upcoming
COP27.

The pursuit of popularity may be nurturing an attitude of
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olarak ele alma tutumunu besliyor olabilir. Iklim Sozlesmest
27. Taraflar Konferans1 (COP27), teknik olarak sunulan
ama tiimiiyle siyasallagmig bir siireci, birkag¢ agidan 6ni-
miize seriyor. Siyasal bir aygit olan devlet temsilcileri orada.
Kendi ¢ikarlarina uygun kararlar alinmas icin patronlar
ve temsilcileri olan érgttler de iklim politikasi Gretmek i¢in
orada. Demek ki, bilim insanlari-
nin, mithendislerin teknik karar-

lar aldiklar1 bir konferans degil, ‘ ‘

COVER / KAPAK

treating the matter as a technical issue rather than a political
one. The 27th Conference of the Parties to the Climate Con-
vention (COP27] presents a view of a technically introduced
but thoroughly politicized process from different perspectives.
State representatives - a political apparatus - are there. Bosses
and organigations representing them are also there to produce
climate policy so that decisions
are made in their interests. So, it
is fair to say that it is not a con-
ference where scientists and en-

siyasal kararlar aliryor. Emisyon
azaltimi tablolari, oranlar, sayilar,
grafikler, iklim fonuna konulacak
para, iklim finansmam vs., poli-
tika siirecini halkin anlamasina
izin vermeyen bir uzmanhk dili
olarak islev gériyor. Ama s6-
zUum ona bu kadar hesaplanmig
hedeflerin asla basarilamamasi
tartiymasi, kapitalizmin iktisadi,
sinifsal ve siyasal yapilari gerge-
giyle yuzlesmeye zorluyor. Bu
gerceklik nedeniyle iklim krizi-
ni ¢6ziime kavugturacak olan
program, ckososyalist siyasettir.

Dinyanin her yerinde ve Tiirkiye'de
yiikselen emek, kadin, iklim, ekoloji
miicadeleleri de umudu pekistiriyor
ve perginliyor. Yapilmasi gereken
sey, bunlar arasindaki kopriileri insa
ederek birlesik miicadeleyi pratige
dokmektir.

The rising struggles of labor, women,
climate and ecology in Turkey and all
over the world inspire and reinforce
hope. We should just bridge these
efforts together and put the united
struggle into practice. |

gineers make technical decisions
but political decisions are made.
Emission reduction charts, rates,
numbers, graphs, money to put in
the climate fund, climate finance,
etc. serve as a language of ex-
pertise that obscures the policy
process to the public eye. How-
ever, the argument that so-called
well-calculated targets can nev-
er be achieved forces us to con-
front the reality of the economic,
class-related and political struc-
tures of capitalism. This means

Chomsky, aciliyet gerekgesine

sigiarak siyasal bir programa kars1 ¢ikiyor, gelgelelim kat-
kida bulundugu Tklim Krizi ve Kiiresel Yegil Yeni Diizen baghkh
kitapta, krizin ¢éziimii i¢in verdikleri tarth 2050, yani tam

otuz yil sonrasi! Iklim acil bir sorun, ama goriildigi gibi
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that the program that will solve
the climate crisis is ecosocialist politics. Chomsky opposes a
political program on the grounds of urgency. However, in a
book entitled “Climate Crisis and the Global Green New Deal”
he co-authored, the proposed date for the resolution of the
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aciliyet, ashnda mevcut diizen ii 6nerilerin ideolojik maskesi
olarak kullaniliyor. Bu arada, hicbir ekososyalist programda
“2050 yihinda bu i§1 ¢6zeriz” diyerek ertelemeci, geciktirici
bir takvim verildigini de gérmedim. Tam tersine, diinyanin
emekgileri, ezilenleri, yoksullari, iklim krizinin en yakici
etkilerini en yogun bigimde su anda yagtyorlar. O yiizden,
her gecikmenin yasamsal sonuglariyla kargsi karsiyalar. O
yiizden, diizen igi geciktirici takvimlerle oyalanamazlar. O
yuizden, ekososyalizm.

Bugiiniin karamsar tablosu olarak ifade edebilece-
gim “Hegomonik Tklim Siyaseti’’ne ragmen kitabi-
niz1 umutla bitiriyorsunuz. Iklim sorununa siyasal
¢6ziim bulma yolunda “umut” tam olarak nerelerde?
Kitapta ve buradaki sdyleside vurguladigim gibi, iklim kri-
zinin ¢6zUmi yolunda neyin ige yaramadigini ve neyin ise
yarayacagim biliyoruz. Siyasal program olarak da bir eksiklik
yok. Iklim degisikliginin biyofiziksel gercekligi de giin gibi
ortada. Tklim krizine, devletler tarafindan korunup kollanan
sermaye siniflarinin neden oldugu ve bu blogun sorunu ¢6-
zemeyecegl de anlasiimig durumda. Degisen iklimin cegitli
etkilerine en yogun bicimde emekgilerin, kadinlarin, 6teki-
lestirilen ve ezilen toplum kesimlerinin maruz birakildig: da
¢ok acik. Tim bu bulgular, iklimin/gezegenin gelecegiyle
emekgilerin ve ezilenlerin gikarlariin ortaklagtigini goste-
riyor. Iste bu ortak hat, umutlu olmamn nesnel kosulunu
sagliyor. Diinyanin her yerinde ve Turkiye’de yikselen emek,
kadn, iklim, ekoloji miicadeleleri de umudu pekistiriyor
ve perginliyor. Yapilmas: gereken sey, bunlar arasindaki
koprileri inga ederek birlesik miicadeleyi pratige dokmektir.
Bir bagka deyisle yapilmasi gereken, iklim sorununun ¢6zi-
miyle emekgilerin, kadinlarin, ezilenlerin, tahakkiim altina
alinanlarin toplumsal kurtulusunun birbirinden ayrilamaz
oldugu gercegine uygun olarak birlikte miicadeleyi ilmek
ilmek 6rerek umudu gergeklestirmektir.
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crisis is 2050, which is thirty years later! Climate is an urgent
problem but as can be seen, the urgency is actually used as the
ideological mask of the proposals made within the current order.
By the way, | have not seen any ecosocialist program giving
a procrastinating and delaying calendar, saying “we will solve
this problem in 2050". On the contrary, the working people, the
oppressed and the poor are currently experiencing the impact of
the climate crisis most intensively worldwide. Therefore, they
face the vital consequences of each delay. Therefore, they can't
lose time with delaying calendars. Therefore, ecosocialism.

Despite the “Hegemonic Climate Politics”, which | can describe
as the gloomy picture of today, your book ends optimistically.
Where exactly is the “hope” in finding a political solution to
the climate problem?

As lemphasize in the book and in the interview here, we know
what will and will not work towards solving the climate crisis.
The political program does not have any shortcoming. The
biophysical reality of climate change is clear as day. It is also
well understood that the climate crisis is caused by the capitalist
classes that are protected and guarded by states and that
this bloc will not be able to solve the problem. It is also clear
that workers, women, marginalized and oppressed segments
of the society are most heavily exposed to the effects of the
climate change. All these findings suggest that the future of
the climate/planet converges with the interests of the working
class and the oppressed. On this common line lies the abjective
condition of being hopeful. The rising struggles of labor, women,
climate and ecology in Turkey and all over the world inspire and
reinforce hope. We should just bridge these efforts together and
put the united struggle into practice. In other words, we should
make our hopes a reality by organizing the hope bit by bit, in
line with the fact that the solution of the climate problem is
inseparable from the social liberation of the workers, women,
and the oppressed.




